Welcome to Beyond Twelve Gates

Chances are you've never heard of Charles Fedieyvears a $15 watch, doesn't own a house
or car, and when he flies, travels coach. Feeagy, sl try to live a normal life, the way | grew
up.” Charles Feeney, though, is anything but nbrhtels a billionaire who made and gave
away a fortune without anyone knowing. Born in N#vsey during the Great Depression to
blue collar Irish-American parents, he has giveantg totaling more than $5 billion supporting
health, social and educational projects throughtweiivorld. Feeney earned his wealth in the
Duty Free Shoppers Group in the 1960s.

Unlike many philanthropists, Feeney wanted anonyniihe foundation he established doesn't
bear his name, and he never took tax deductiomssgphilanthropic work. All donations were
given via cashier’s check. When he was "discovered996 and became an honored guest at
events, Feeney would bring his own photographeo, wbuld pretend to take pictures of him
without any film in the camera. Nearly every plimmakes note of how unimpressed Feeney is
with what his wealth can buy him. Feeney saigétlout to work hard, not to get rich ... | had
one idea that never changed in my mind—that yowlshase your wealth to help people.”

When asked why he decided to give away virtualdydritire fortune, Feeney replied, "l simply
decided | had enough money ...I did not want mdoegonsume my life.”

People offer gifts for all types of reasons, but ohthe greatest is when we give graciously with
no expectation of receiving something in returnngDavid said, " ....the righteous man gives
with a good grace." (Psalms 37:21) Like the nsaale Charles Feeney, those who act
righteously give, and give graciously.

ParshasVayigash Genesis44:18 -- 47.27

Judah makes an impassioned plea to the powerfytiagyruler (Joseph, still in disguise) for
Benjamin's life, claiming that Jacob would surely ilom sorrow if he lost Benjamin. Judah
offers to remain in Egypt as a slave in place efyldunger brother. Unable to restrain himself
any longer, Joseph reveals his identity to hisrstdrorothers and forgives them for selling him
into slavery so many years before.

Joseph then sends his brothers back to the lalsdaaf, laden with gifts, to bring Jacob and their
families down to Egypt where they will live in tipeovince of Goshen. Before Jacob leaves
home, G-d appears to him in a 'vision of the njghtissuring him that He will be with them and
that they will eventually return to the land ofdst as a great nation. After 22 years of

separation, Jacob is reunited with his belovedJemeph. Joseph embraces his father and weeps,
overflowing with joy, and then brings his fathem@et Pharaoh. The portion concludes by
describing how Joseph uses his vast power to angasly all of the wealth of Egypt for

Pharaoh's treasury.

Rabbinic Ruminations



As we approach the beginning of 2012, many New ¢easolutions will be made. Too often,
though, those commitments will soon be broken. Smeey found that 25% of resolutions bite
the dust within a week, and about half do so wiginmonths. And these figures may well be
low, since people tend to be biased against admittiey blew it. What can we do to increase
our chances of actually keeping our promises tsalues? One tip is to avoid making our
resolutions public.

Making our goals public can have precisely the gpceeffect from what we intend. You might
think that when you tell your friends that youeint to, say, learn Hebrew, or quit smoking, or
lose weight, it should increase your accountabiliypu've told a friend, so in theory you are
more committed to it. But a study by Gollwitzera¢t(2010) showed that when participants had
shared their goal with someone else, instead oéasing their commitment, it reduced it. One
suggested explanation is that the very act of shgwiff our goal to others gives us some sense
that we've taken the first step towards reachin@ftis illusion of progress reduces future effort
and motivation.

It has been said that without goals and plansaotréhem, we are like a ship that has set salil
with no destination. Or, in the words of Yogi Bertlf you don't know where you are going,
you might wind up someplace else.” Little can bei@ved without goals. But when we do
make goals and resolutions, it's probably bettéetp them private.

Quote of the Week

If there is any honor in all the world that | shablike, it would be to be an honorary Jewish
citizen. -- A.L Rowse, Shakespearean scholar (119%%)

Joke of the Week

A Martian spaceship lands in Brooklyn, and the iotpd the landing is so great that the wheels
on the craft are destroyed. Two Martians set@tihd replacement wheels and to their great
relief immediately encounter a store with a largeaatment of wheels in the window.

"We'll take four of those wheels in the window,ys@ne of the Martians to the shopkeeper.
"Those aren't wheels," he says. "They're bagBiey're to eat - here, try one."

The two Martians take a few bites and then onesttorthe shopkeeper and says, "They aren't
bad, but they'd be a lot better with cream cheaddax."

Comments, questions, requests to be added to @it leshor better jokes can be sent to
pepshort613@gmail.com or adarabba@hotmail.com ©doeow more about Nusach Hari Bnai
Zion Congregation? Check us out at www.nhbz.onglf enjoyed Beyond Twelve Gates, please
share with a friend. Thanks to Alan Haber for HEsistance in distributing BTG



